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ACM Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct

Synopsis:  As a whole, this article outlines the ethical standards expected of computing professionals, including the “obligation to protect fundamental human rights and to respect the diversity of all cultures.”  Needless to say, the expectations outlined go beyond professional conduct and into a more universal, idealistic ethical point of view.  The article further tailors more traditional ethical guidelines (i.e. trespassing) to the computing fields by defining these guidelines in terms of, in this example, electronic property, etc.  It recognizes that the information field is relatively new, and its potential greatly untried and untested, and puts the responsibility of ethical action on the part of the computing professional – even directing them to disobey laws and regulations they deem unethical or immoral, accepting full responsibility for their actions in the process. 
Reaction:  I really thought that this was one of the best ethical outlines I have ever seen. Rather than restricting it’s jurisdiction to its specific organization/group, it charges the reader to keep “human dignity” in mind when producing a program/product. It’s incredible.  My favorite part of the article was the statement, “In a fair society, all individuals would have equal opportunity to participate in, or benefit from, the use of computer resources regardless of race, sex, religion, age, disability, national origin or other such similar factors.” Overall, it seems more like a constitution than a code of conduct.  When such high-minded goals are presented, taking care of personal privacy or ensuring that a product is environmentally safe seems like the least one could do.
